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2018 PARALYMPICSVA SECRETARY REMOVALINSIDE THIS EDITION

By Chapter Member/Paralympian Steve 
Emt

The 2018 Paralympic Games in PyeongChang 
South Korea was an experience I will never 
forget. In the weeks leading up to the games, 
I was trying to prepare myself for the greatest 
athletic experience I could ever imagine. It 
turned out to be so much more. From the 
moment we arrived in South Korea we were 
treated like royalty. United States Olympic 
Committee Staff and  ...continued on page 5.

Paralyzed Veterans of America 
Responds to Removal of VA Secretary 
Dr. Shulkin

WASHINGTON, DC - Paralyzed Veterans of 
America (Paralyzed Veterans) released the 
following statement today from its Executive 
Director, Carl Blake, in response to the removal 
of the Secretary of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, Dr. David Shulkin:

“Paralyzed Veterans of America is deeply 
disappointed by the  ...continued on page 4.
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April is Paralyzed Veterans of America Awareness month. Last month I wrote about the Chapter’s endeavors on Capitol 
Hill to make our Legislators aware of and advocate for the benefits and right of our members and the disabled community 
at large.

This month I want us to focus on bringing local awareness of Paralyzed Veterans and more specifically our local Chapter 
throughout New England. Each and every day we all have opportunities to share our stories of military service and living 
with a spinal cord injury or disease. In do so, we help bring awareness within our communities about Paralyzed Veterans 

and foster relationships of support for our cause. 

Without your voices nobody will ever know what New England PVA does to support its members and the disabled community at large. Let them 
know that although you use a wheelchair, that doesn’t mean you don’t live a very fulfilling and rewarding life. Let them know how Paralyzed Veterans 
helps through therapeutic sports programs like adaptive skiing, hand cycling, sailing and kayaking to name a few. Let them we are continually 
advocating for improved community access for all with disabilities. Share with them the quality and value of the VA healthcare system. Without them 
knowing, even a little bit our Paralyzed Veterans, how can we expect them to support us?

Finally, as I’ve always said, each of you have the individual capacity to make a positive impact in someone’s life. It doesn’t have to be something huge 
or time consuming. It could be a simple “Hello, how are you doing” as you pass by someone, a small $10 donation or sharing a few minutes of your 
time with someone. Theodore Roosevelt said it best, “Do what you can, with what you have, where you are.”

 

 
Michael G. Negrete 
President and Paralyzed Veteran

Michael G. Negrete, President
Out Front

Debra A. Freed, Executive Director
From the Director’s Desk
We seem to be steam rolling ahead into Spring.  However, as I write this, I think Mother Nature lost track of April Fool’s Day 
and delayed the snow showers we experienced in early April.

While March is a big month Advocacy wise and Legislative wise, we cannot let the warmer weather dull our sense of urgency.  
There remains a great deal of work to do.  I continue to ask all of you to do what you can to contact your Representatives 
and Senators at the national level.  We will continue to follow H 5004/S1318 and S2193 to mention a couple.  While there are 
many stories of failures within the VA, there are many more of successes.  My article will reflect some of those successes by the authors themselves.  

Finally, a quick shout-out to all who will be participating in the upcoming 122nd Boston Marathon.  These folks have all trained hard.  They worked 
hard to raise money for their selected charities.  Please come out and support them on April 16th!!!   Go Mike S! Go Kirby!  Go Stephanie G and a friend 
from OH, go Holly K.  

 

Debra A. Freed 
Executive Director



CordWord is the New England Chapter, Paralyzed Veterans of America’s (New England PVA) monthly magazine that covers news, health, research, lifestyle and issues 
of interest and concern to Veterans and others with spinal cord injury and disease. Anyone interested in submitting an article to CordWord should email media@
newenglandpva.org. The assertions and opinions expressed in articles and announcements in CordWord reflect the views of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the New England PVA. New England PVA can in no way whatsoever be held responsible for the content of such views nor can it be held liable for any direct 
or indirect damage that may arise from such views.

Products and services advertised in the CordWord are for general informational purposes only and does not constitute an endorsement, recommendation, or guarantee 
of any kind by New England PVA.
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WASHINGTON, DC 4/6/18—This 
April, during PVA Awareness Month, 
Paralyzed Veterans of America 
(Paralyzed Veterans) will celebrate 
the strength and perseverance of 
veterans living with spinal cord 
injury or disease (SCI/D) by sharing 
their inspirational stories. The 
organization will also highlight its 

efforts to ensure that veterans with spinal cord injury are able to live full 
and productive lives through adaptive sports, employment, research 
advances, health care and accessible design for people with disabilities.

“While Paralyzed Veterans of America celebrates the inspiring stories 
of our veteran members every day, April is a time for us to really share 
these stories with the public to help build our community of support 
for veterans living with spinal cord injury or disease (SCI/D),” said David 
Zurfluh, an Air Force veteran and quadriplegic who serves as national 
president of Paralyzed Veterans of America. “The great thing about PVA 
Awareness Month is that you have 30 days to do something—get involved 

through one of our local Chapters, learn more about our members, and 
our programs and services—share these resources with veterans you 
know, work to make your community accessible for disabled veterans 
and all people with disabilities. Whatever it is, we encourage you to get 
involved and be part of our community of support.”

Paralyzed Veterans provides free programs for veterans including its 
year-round adaptive sports programs, and employment program—PAVE 
(Paving Access for Veterans Employment). The veterans organization also 
invests in research through its PVA Research Foundation, and funds new 
projects and research advances being made in spinal cord injury care, 
including at Yale’s Center for Neuroscience and Regeneration Research, 
and advances in technology that benefit wheelchair users that are being 
developed at the University of Pittsburgh’s Human Engineering Research 
Laboratories (HERL).

Paralyzed Veterans’ Chapters will also be holding events across the 
country all month long. To get involved, find a PVA Awareness Chapter 
event near you, or learn more about PVA Awareness Month, visit pva.org/
pam.

By Lani Poblete - PVA, Associate Director of Media and Public Relation

PVA Awareness Month Recognizes 
Veterans Living With Spinal Cord Injury 
and Disease

WASHINGTON, DC 3/28/18 — Paralyzed Veterans of America (Paralyzed 
Veterans) released the following statement today from its Executive 
Director, Carl Blake, in response to the removal of the Secretary of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, Dr. David Shulkin:

“Paralyzed Veterans of America is deeply disappointed by the departure 

of Dr. David Shulkin as Secretary of Veterans Affairs. Given the vacuum 
that already exists in the senior leadership positions at the Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA), this decision will only exacerbate the challenges 
VA faces as it works to implement meaningful reforms.

We look forward to understanding more about the qualifications of 
Admiral Ronny L. Jackson, MD to helm the VA during this critical time. 
The VA has a broad mission and the Secretary must be someone who is 
eminently qualified to lead the nation’s second largest cabinet agency. 
In particular, reforming VA’s health care system to better serve the needs 
of veterans and their families is of great importance. We encourage 
the Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to take these concerns very 
seriously as it considers Admiral Jackson’s nomination.

We thank Dr. Shulkin for his leadership to advance the VA’s mission. 
Under his leadership at VA we have seen reform in VA health care, sorely 
needed improvements in the benefits and claims appeals process, and 
real accountability of the workforce. Veterans owe Dr. Shulkin a debt of 
gratitude for his service to this country while leading the VA.”

By Lani Poblete - PVA, Associate Director of Media and Public Relation

Paralyzed Veterans of America Responds 
to Removal of VA Secretary Dr. Shulkin
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The 2018 Paralympic Games in 

PyeongChang South Korea was an 

experience I will never forget. In the 

weeks leading up to the games, I 

was trying to prepare myself for the 

greatest athletic experience I could 

ever imagine. It turned out to be so 

much more.

From the moment we arrived in 

South Korea we were treated like 

royalty. United States Olympic 

Committee Staff and volunteers were everywhere, helping with any 

assistance we needed. On the first day of our stay we went through in-

processing. After some important meetings, we were ushered into two 

rooms to receive our Paralympic Attire. We received opening and closing 

ceremony gear from Ralph Lauren as well as podium attire and everyday 

clothing from Nike. Everything we needed to wear for the next 18 days 

was on hangers and in bags for us to try on. Tailors were there to make 

sure everything fit correctly and then all the apparel was bussed off to 

the Paralympic Village where it would be waiting for us when we arrived 

at our rooms.

The next three days were spent in Sapporo, Japan training. We also had 

some time to tour this beautiful island of Japan. When our training was 

complete we boarded a plane and flew back to South Korea. We were met 

in the airport by more USOC staff and volunteers. We then jumped on the 

train and took the cross-country ride to the Paralympic Village. We settled 

into our rooms and started to get acquainted with our new home for the 

next 18 days. The Athlete Village was an amazing experience. Everything 

you could think of to make us feel at home was made available to us in the 

village. A players’ lounge with video games, billiards, and massage chairs, 

full laundry services, medical and therapeutic services, fitness gyms and 

an athlete resource center were available for our use. This was indeed 

our home away from home. The dining hall had many different menus 

available and was the place where most of the athletes met up before, 

during or after their competitions. 

The opening ceremony was a time that I will never forget. I was fortunate 

to roll into the ceremony directly behind our flag bearer. I cannot put into 

words the amount of pride I felt for this wonderful country we live in. For 

all the hard work and sacrifice I put in for the previous five years, for all 

the time away from my family, for all the practice and training hours…and 

there I was entering the stadium in front of 35,000 people, my last name 

and USA on my jerseys, with the American Flag waving in front of me, the 

amount of pride was enormous. 

The day following the opening ceremonies, and the 6 days that followed, 

we competed against the best wheelchair curling teams in the world. We 

found ourselves to be one of the least experienced teams in the field and 

that lack of experience was evident throughout the week. Although our 

final record was not indicative of how good a team we are, we battled 

every game. There were multiple games throughout the competition that 

the momentum of the games turned on one or two stones and we ended 

up on the losing end of the game. I am very proud of my teammates 

as we stayed together throughout the week, stayed positive, and gave 

ourselves an opportunity to win every time we went on the ice. In sports, 

there is winning and learning, there is no losing. The lessons we learned 

were ones that we will carry with us going forward and learn from them 

for the next four years leading up to the 2022 China Paralympic Games.

The Paralympics ended with the same grandeur as they started with the 

closing ceremonies. Athletes from all over the world joined together on 

the floor of the arena to celebrate a week of inspiration, hard work, and 

sportsmanship. 

For me, this experience is one that I will never forget. I never thought I 

could learn so much and everything I learned I will keep with me for the 

next four years as I set my sights on the 2022 Paralympic Games to be held 

in Beijing China.  

By Steve Emt - New England Chapter Member 

2018 Paralympic Games in PyeongChang 
- Chapter Member Steve Emt, Curling

NEW ENGLAND PVA NEEDS YOUR HELP!
Volunteers do invaluable work that makes a real difference to Veterans, their communities and the Chapter. Volunteering can 
change your life, too! Your talents and time are always welcome. 

We are looking for Volunteers to help out in the office, attend local awareness events, and assist with event planning. Everyone 
can help somehow and in some way, at any place and during any time. If you might be too busy or can’t get out, think about a 
financial donation. Even if its only $5 or $10, every little bit helps. To learn more about Volunteer opportunities and how you can 
help please contact the Chapter office at 800-660-1181 or email info@newenglandpva.org.
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Connect With What Matters

Being there makes a di� erence
Recently the Ride-Away team joined forces with MobilityWorks so that 
we could provide our veterans with the largest selection of mobility 
solutions that best � t their physical capabilities and lifestyle. Veterans 
have unique needs so we treat each of them as individuals. First of all, 
we listen. Then, we work  together � nd the best solution. Collectively, 
Ride-Away and MobilityWorks will continue to build on our mission to 
help veterans connect with who and what matters most.

MobilityWorks has more than 50 locations across the country with 
the largest selection of accessible vehicles and adaptive solutions:

• Minivans, full-size vans and trucks

• The latest in adaptive technology

• Complete maintenance and service

• Rental vans — veterans receive a 10% discount

MobilityWorks is committed to serving you. Contact us today so we 
can evaluate your needs and � nd a solution that best � ts your lifestyle.

Trucks

SUVs

Lifts and stowage products Electronic control systems

www.mobilityworks.com

USA’s largest accessible van dealer!

Gray 
32 Lewiston Road, Unit 2B
Gray, ME 04039
207-747-2064

Essex Junction
5C David Drive
Essex Junction, VT 05452
802-222-0265

Londonderry
54 Wentworth Avenue
Londonderry, NH 03053
603-210-4610

North Attleboro
57 George Leven Drive
North Attleboro MA 02760
508-859-0940 

Norwood
333 Boston Providence Turnpike
Norwood, MA 02062 
781-222-3622

East Hartford
104 Pitkin Streeet
East Hartford, CT 06108
860-215-4100
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VA  is now accepting applications from Veterans interested in competing 
in the 2018 National Veterans Golden Age Games in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, Aug. 3-8.

Veterans ages 55 and older who are eligible for VA health care 
benefits may complete applications online through May 2 at www.
veteransgoldenagegames.va.gov.

“The Golden Age Games empower our nation’s senior Veterans to lead 
active, healthy lives,” said VA Secretary Dr. David Shulkin. “After more 
than a week of competition, many participants have boasted of an overall 

improvement to their quality of life and a rejuvenation to stay active and 
fit.”

Nearly 800 athletes are expected to compete in the national multi-sport 
competition for senior Veterans. The event encourages participants 
to make physical activity a central part of their lives, and supports VA’s 
comprehensive recreation and rehabilitation therapy programs.

Competitive events include air rifle, badminton, basketball, boccia, 
bowling, cycling, blind disc golf, golf, horseshoes, nine ball, pickleball, 
powerwalk, shuffleboard, swimming, table tennis and track and field. 
Exhibition events include air pistol, archery and floorball.

The games encourage participants to continue in local senior events 
in their home communities, and every other year serve as a qualifying 
event for competition in the National Senior Games.  The New Mexico VA 
Health Care System, which provides care for more than 59,000 Veterans 
throughout New Mexico and Southern Colorado, will host this year’s 
games.

For more information, visit www.veteransgoldenagegames.va.gov. Follow 
VA Adaptive Sports on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram @Sports4Vets.

First Published on VAntage Point

Applications Now Open for 2018 National 
Veterans Golden Age Games

MAKE A TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TODAY!
Mail your check of any amount to:

New England Chapter 
Paralyzed Veterans of America 
1208 VFW Parkway, Suite 301 
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Please write “CW18” in the memo section of your check.
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One of the things we’re  always looking for are statements, articles, or 

anything from our members that demonstrate the value and quality of 

our VA Healthcare System. We’re especially  interested to hear when it 

involves Specialized Services, which   Veterans  with  catastrophic injuries 

heavily rely upon. In this area the VA is able to provide, coordinate and 

follow each of the required medical disciplines needed to treat and 

manage a veteran’s care with a spinal cord injury or disease. The  VA’s 

continuum of care in this area from acute inpatient care all the way to  

outpatient care is unmatched in the private healthcare market. 

Below are some stories we had hoped to present during our Congressional 

meetings on Capitol Hill.  However, they are just as important now that 

these meetings are soon becoming distance memories. The ability to 

access the VA when needed must never become obsolete.

Ellen Corindia

I have received absolutely outstanding care from the SCI/D clinic at the 

White River Junction VA Medical Center. I have lived well with ALS since 

2002, in large part, due to the coordination of care by my team at the VA. 

This specialized clinic excels in meeting my complex needs. The team 

communicates with each other, anticipates my future needs, advocates 

on my behalf, and tackles my detailed issues. This is not the case for my 

civilian friends with ALS. In fact, their care is so fragmented, I am very 

uncomfortable discussing with them my great care from the VA. I have 

ten times the resources to live with ALS than my civilian friends. I firmly 

believe that SCI/D clinics are working well to best meet the needs of 

complex Veterans like myself with ALS. Thank you.

Joe Guay
“I am a paralyzed veteran who relies on the Veterans Administration 

Health Care system for my specialized health care needs. I suffered 

a paralyzing spinal cord injury in 1980. As a result, from that point on I 

rely on a wheelchair for mobility, and the VA for the specialized health 

care that a paralyzed person needs. Fortunately, I received the best 

rehabilitation possible at the time because I was a veteran. Over the 

years, I have received the best medical care possible from the VA.  When 

my femur broke, that required surgery, which I got at West Roxbury VAMC, 

with excellent results.

In early 2017 I had to be admitted through the emergency room at West 

Roxbury VAMC because of Sepsis. I can honestly say I received the best 

possible medical care available and it literally saved my life. This is 

because they not only knew how to deal with someone with Sepsis, but 

they also were trained in the specialized healthcare needs of someone 

with paralysis. I believe the specialized medical care I received at VA 

cannot be duplicated elsewhere.”

Samuel Jay Keyser

July 7, 2014 was my 79th birthday. I spent the morning in an ambulance. 

As ominous as that might sound, it was a blessing. I was being transferred 

from a not-for-profit private rehabilitation hospital to the Veterans 

Administration (VA) hospital in West Roxbury, Massachusetts where, over 

the course of the next year and a half, as an inpatient and outpatient, I 

would receive the best possible care a spinal cord injured person could 

By Debra A. Freed Executive Director and Michael G. Negrete, Chapter President
New England Chapter Members Share Their VA Healthcare Experiences
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New England Chapter Members Share Their VA Healthcare Experiences
hope for.

Two months, two weeks and two days earlier I had suffered a fall. In a 

nanosecond, I was transported from the bipedal world into the world 

of tetraplegia. My arms and legs were paralyzed. I had no control over 

my bowels. I was, for all intents and purposes, an infant. A doctor at 

Massachusetts General told me I would never walk again.

Why was I in an ambulance on my birthday speeding toward a VA hospital? 

After a month at MGH, I had been transferred to a private rehabilitation 

hospital. It was one of the best in the country. Unfortunately, they had 

to discharge me because of the “length of stay” problem. My Medicare 

insurance was running out. The hospital planned to send me to an 

assisted living complex with little or no rehabilitation capability. Why? I 

couldn’t afford to pay $3,170.75 a day to stay.

Obviously, I am an incredibly lucky guy. At the last minute a caseworker 

at the private-sector rehab hospital realized that I had served in the US 

Air Force. It occurred to her—as it had not to me—that, because my injury 

was catastrophic, I might be eligible for admission to a health care system 

that would provide me with free medical care for the rest of my life.

When the ambulance drivers rolled my gurney inside the West Roxbury 

VA, it was close to noon on my birthday. The first person I spoke to was 

the admissions clerk. I sensed immediately that something was very 

different. It took me a month to get it. One day I wheeled myself into 

an elevator. Hospital workers I didn’t know were already there. As I was 

about to exit at my floor, they said, “Thank you for your service.” Shortly 

after that, Eddie, a painter in the hospital, invited me to listen to the jazz 

he was playing while he worked in the corridor outside the gym. A week 

later a CD player and a stack of jazz CDs showed up in my room next to my 

bed. Eddie had put them there.

That I am able to walk now and to live a relatively normal life is evidence 

that the staff at the West Roxbury VA are superb at what they do, from 

my primary care provider, to the nurses in my ward, to the extraordinary 

physical and occupational therapists who showed me how to use my 

body again. But on top of this expertise they bring something else. 

Helping me was their way of thanking the thousands of veterans who had 

sacrificed so much on behalf of our country. The VA hospital people have 

a unique perspective. They see what they do as a way of giving back. No 

wonder they are so good at it.

Michael Berschwinger
The VA Saved My Life: “After four months in my local Medical Center my 

insurance had been maxed out and I was sent home, with still a very new 

C6-C7 Spinal Cord Injury. There was no real plan, bowel or bladder care or 

regime. My family and I were on our own.  Enter the VA. My eligibility finally 

known, I entered the Boston VA Medical System, the West Roxbury SCI 

Unit. While the individuals providing care at both facilities were dedicated 

and caring, the differences in knowledge, skills, and treatment methods 

were stark. A few months later, I was back home, but now with that plan, 

bowel and bladder regimes, and a chance. Without the VA and their highly 

skilled, specialized care, surely I would have met a different fate. I am fully 

convinced that fate would have been my death, whether from SCI related 

health issues, or by my own hand, unable to put my family through the 

ordeal.

Instead, 21 years later, I’m still here and doing well. My wife returned 

to school, earning her Masters, our two daughters have both earned 

degrees, and all three are giving back, making a positive difference as 

educators of our youth.  None of this would have happened without the 

VA’s exceptional care. Please do not take any steps that might in any way 

diminish their ability to save another veteran. Thank you.”

John Melvin

As a Air Force Veteran he applied for Chapter membership after learning 

he could be a New England member. John was barely out of the hospital 

when the Chapter hosted its 70th Annual Membership Banquet.  He too is 

grateful for everything the VA has provided him and his family. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Community Boating is offering sailing sessions: 

                                Thursday May 3rd 1:00pm-3:30pm   
                                                                                    (Deadline to register: Monday April 30th) 
                               Thursday May 24th 1:00pm-3:30pm  
                                                                     (Deadline to register: Monday May 21st) 
   
            **Limited Transportation Available from the Brockton VA Campus ** 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.community-boating.org/   21 David G Mugar Way, Boston, MA 02114  (617) 523-1038 
 

VA Boston Adaptive Sports Program in partnership with 
Community Boating Inc. (CBI), is pleased to announce a 
partnership for sailing sessions!  This summer we will be 
offering multiple 1-day sessions.  This event is open to all 
Veterans and is FREE! During these sessions you will have 
the opportunity to meet the staff at CBI, tour the boathouse, 
learn about membership options, and get out on the water 
and sail!  CBI is wheelchair accessible, has a lift to assist 
Veterans from their wheelchairs into the boats, if needed.  
Pre-Registration is REQUIRED.

www.newenglandpva.org10
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Your donated vehicle can go far in 
helping severely injured veterans 
Donations are sold at auction with 
proceeds going toward programs and 
services for veterans and their families. 
You may also receive a tax break, too! 

WheelsHelpingWarriors.org    866-204-4548

 GIFT YOUR OLD
WHEELS FOR GOOD. 

 

He was the beloved husband of Linda D. (Zullo) 

Hutchinson and the father of Billy, Tommy and Jimmy 

Hutchinson of Tewksbury, MA.

Born in Oswego, New York on May 25, 1950, son of the 

late Bill Hutchinson Sr. and Myrtle Hurd.  Bill served in 

the Air force during the Vietnam War, was stationed in 

Japan, Hawaii and California.  Honorably discharged in 

1979, Bill worked as a printer for 25 years.  Bill was an 

avid Patriots fan and excited to see the Patriots win the 

AFC Championship.

Chapter Member Honor and Remembrance
William (Bill) H. Hutchinson (May 1950 - January 2018)

NEW ENGLAND PVA NEEDS YOUR HELP!
Volunteers do invaluable work that makes a real difference to Veterans, their communities and the Chapter. Volunteering can 
change your life, too! Your talents and time are always welcome. 

We are looking for Volunteers to help out in the office, attend local awareness events, and assist with event planning. Everyone 
can help somehow and in some way, at any place and during any time. If you might be too busy or can’t get out, think about a 
financial donation. Even if its only $5 or $10, every little bit helps. To learn more about Volunteer opportunities and how you can 
help please contact the Chapter office at 800-660-1181 or email info@newenglandpva.org.
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Mobility
Adaptive

Equipment

VOTED #1
IN CUSTOMER 

SERVICE

LARGEST RAMPVAN
INVENTORY AT ONE

LOCATION IN SOUTHERN
NEW ENGLAND!

Welcome To

Free Veterans 
Maintenance Program* 

We work with the VA for you. New 
van upgrades every 2 years saving 

you $25,000 on average and 
sometimes very little out of pocket.

-VETERAN SPECIALS--VETERAN SPECIALS--VETERAN SPECIALS-

www.amemobility.com
1551 Fall River Avenue, Seekonk, MA 02771

*Please call for details and qualifi cations 

1-800-311-2849

If you can’t 
come to us
we’ll come to you

LIFETIME
WARRANTY(Call or visit us for

more information)



June 23rd

Each summer, approximately 1,000 people with disabilities learn the 
skills of sailing in our fleet of uniquely adapted, 20-foot sailboats. 
Our programs strongly encourage disabled individuals to be active 
participants by steering the boat and trimming sails. The measurable 
outcomes demonstrate increased self-confidence in all parts of their 
daily lives, the camaraderie of teamwork, and improved leadership skills. 
Since 1982, Sail To Prevail has improved the lives of more than 18,000 
people through therapeutic sailing programs that focus on improving the 
mind, body and spirit.

Visit www.sailtoprevail.org for more information and to register.

Sail to Prevail News

Paralyzed Veterans of America Weekend 
Newport Sailing Clinic
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April 22 - 9AM-Noon
Want to be able to feel confident popping up curbs or pushing up ramps? 
Or interested in teaching others to wheelie? Want to have a better 
understanding of how a wheelchair should be set up or adjusted? Looking 
to take your ability to perform or teach wheelchair skills to the next level?

Our friends at Rehabilitation Equipment Associates Inc. and Empower SCI 
are excited to bring this Wheelchair Skills event to New Hampshire.  Join 
REQ and Empower SCI at the REQ facility in Manchester at 1015 Candia 
Road on April 22, from 9AM-Noon.

For more information please contact REQ at (603) 645-5200 or www.
reqinc.com.

Information provided by Northeast Passage

Wheelchair Skills & Set-Up for Function 
Course by REQ and  Empower SCI
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Isis Quickie Tilt in Space Wheel Chair
Very good condition, $799 or best offer.

Shower Chair
Excellent condition, $750 or best offer.

The FAWSsit Fold Away Shower
42x42x48. Excellent condition, $899 or best 
offer.

Sure Hands Lift System
Approximately 10 x 19 feet of ceiling track, 
includes sling and scale attachment. Excellent 
condition, $699 or best offer. We will uninstall, 
the buyer is responsible for reinstalling.

Restorative Therapies FES RT300 Bike
Excellent condition, $2,999.00 or best offer.

EasyStand Evolv & Glider
Excellent condition, $999.00 or best offer.

All items located in Waltham, MA and must be 
picked up. Interested people can call my home 
phone 781-894-7620 or email me at patcam63@
gmail.com.  We would like the items to be 
picked up by whoever buys them.

QUANTUM Electric Wheelchair $2,000

ROHO dry floatation air cushion $200

PULSE Pressure Ulcer Air Mattress $300, 

If interested please contact Linda at 978-804-
4406. Tewsbury, MA

Bob Hall Custom Hand Cycle
This hand built by the famous Bob Hall in 
Boston, MA. Bob made custom wheelchairs, 
Monster Mono Ski and Hand cycles. This 27 
speed custom hand cycle was built with on and 
off road in mind and is perfectly suited to bike 
trails or street. 24 of the 27 speeds are available 
the other three new also but derailleur will not 
extend that far. This is an incredible deal as I 
paid nearly $4,000.00 for this hand cycle. It has 
top of the line Shimano derailleurs, velocity 
wheels and can run the on/off road tires or the 
thin high pressure tires with Presta valve tubes 
so it is very versatile. This bike has lived in a 
heated basement since new and it deserves 
to be ridden by someone who will use it. Has 
over size grips that work for both Para and for 
a Quad with slight modification. If interested 
please email piscataquis1156@gmail.com.

Max Mobility SmartDrive MX2

Excellent like new condition, $1500 or best offer 
(Retails for $5989.00). Located in Milford, NH. If 
interested please call 603-673-0590.

Trifold Ramp 6ft $250

Suitcase Ramp 2ft $100 

If interested please contact Linda at 978-804-
4406. Tewsbury, MA

CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are printed at the Editor’s discretion. New England PVA neither endorses nor guarantees any of the products or services advertised.

MISC. EQUIPMENT

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT WHEELCHAIR ACCESSORIES

Your Ad Could Be Here:

Classified ads must be prepaid and not 
commissionable. $1/word - personal, 
$1.50/word - business. Bold headers, no 
extra charge. Email inquiries to media@
newenglandpva.org. 

Complimentary placement for Chapter 
members based on Editor’s discretion and 
space available.

SPORTS EQUIPMENT
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The Power of Freedom 
Our priority is safety and independence 

                     New England’s largest indoor        
                                                                           showroom! 
  We are a full service dealership providing quality repairs 
  and installations. As well as minivans, cars, and full size  
  vehicles we also provide installation and maintenance 
  for products such as:  

- Hand controls 
- Automatic wheelchair securement 
- Secondary controls 
- Transfer seats 
- Much more!! 

 
www.newenglandmotorcar.com 
(603) 888-1207 

With over 40 years as a family owned small business we can 
provide assurance that any individual will receive 
exceptional customer service when looking for a mobility 
vehicle or adaptive driving equipment.  
 
We will work with each veteran to fulfill their freedom of 
returning to the community. Our goal is to provide a veteran 
with the necessary equipment needed to make 
independence possible. We take pride in New England and 
thank the veterans who proudly serve! 

Feel free to reach out to Jack, a 
mobility specialist on our sales team. 
Pictured above, Jack has overcome 
many obstacles after a spinal cord 
injury 5 years ago. He now advocates 
for those with disabilities looking for 
mobility vehicles and equipment. 



Paralyzed Veterans of America
New England Chapter
1208 VFW Parkway, Suite 301
West Roxbury, MA 02132

T 800-660-1181
F 857-203-9685

info@newenglandpva.org
www.newenglandpva.org 
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Serving Paralyzed Veterans and the Disabled Community Since 1947.

COMING EVENTS AND IMPORTANT DATES
Apr 22: REQ New Hampshire Wheelchair Skills & Set-Up for Function 
Course. More info on Chapter Facebook page.

Apr 28: Brockton Gym Bldg. 23, Air Gun Tournament – Spaulding 
Rehab/VA Rec Therapy

May 23: Brockton SCI Pizza Party

Jun 2: NEPVA Bass Fishing - Newton Yacht Club, MA

Jun 23: Sail to Prevail - Paralyzed Veterans of America Weekend, 
Newport Sailing Clinic, Newport, RI

Jul 16-20: New England Summer Sports Clinic

Jun 20: West Roxbury SCI Pizza Party

Jul 25: Brockton SCI Pizza Party

Jul 29-Aug 5: National Veterans Wheelchair Games, Orlando, FL

Aug 15: West Roxbury Annual Ice Cream Social

Sep 7-9: NEPVA Bass Trail Fishing - Lake Winnipesaukee, NH

Sep 26: Brockton SCI Pizza Party

Oct 6-8: Maine Bass Trail event at Pine Tree Camp

For more information on upcoming events please 
contact the Chapter office at (800) 660-1181.

Mike Guilbault - Sports Director 
Mike Moran - Asst. Sports Director

New England PVA’s Official Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/NEPVA1947


